SOro

south robertson
neighborhoods council

Diana Kitching

2
>
9
©

Doug Fitzsimmons
President

Jon Liberman
Vice-President

Ann Hammond
Secretary

Terrence Gomes
Treasurer

South Robertson
Neighborhoods Council

PO Box 35836
Los Angeles, CA 90035

P: (310) 295-9920
F: (310) 295-9906
E: info@soronc.org

soronc.org

,@. City of Los Angeles Certified
\

=+ Neighborhood Council

Department of City Planning
Environmental Review Section
200 N. Spring Street, Room 750
Los Angeles, CA 90012

26 January 2009

Re: EAF NO: ENV-2007-2476-DEIR
Museum of Tolerance Project / Draft Environmental Impact Report

Dear Ms. Kitching:

| am writing on behalf of the South Robertson Neighborhoods Council
(OSORO NCO) to comment on the Museum of Tolerance Draft Environmental
Impact Report (OMOT DEIRGyubmitted by the Simon Wiesenthal Center (the
OApplicantO). This Neighborhood Council has already recommended rejection
of this project as it was proposed in a letter dated April 15, 2008.

We are aware that the comment period ended on January 7. We had
requested an extension of the comment period to allow us to review and
analyze the 2,892 page MOT DEIR, but this extension was not granted.
However, Jennifer Badger, Field Deputy for Councilman Jack Weiss, assured
us at our December 12, 2008 Board meeting that our comments would be
considered even if received shortly after this deadline.

SORO NC represents a diverse group of neighborhoods, bordered
approximately by Venice Boulevard to the south, Pico Boulevard and parts of
Olympic Boulevard to the north, Roxbury Drive and Beverwil Drive to the
west, and La Cienega Boulevard to the east. The proposed project is at the
northwest corner of the SORO NC boundaries.

The Museum of Tolerance is proposing to build approximately 21,000 square
feet of new space on land currently zoned for single family residential use.
The new building will be 60 feet high, looming over its neighbors. The existing
Memorial Garden, specifically dedicated as a 100 foot deep buffer zone
between the Museum and its residential neighbors, would be reduced to a
mere 20 foot rear yard setback. The expansion appears to be a commercial
banquet facility, catering hall, and conference center, with proposed hours of
operation from 7 a.m. every morning except Saturday until midnight every
night except Friday. In addition, the Applicant is proposing to annex
approximately 7,000 square feet of the adjoining OWest WingO of the Yeshiva
of Los Angeles Boys High School (“BHS”), which in turn wants to increase its
originally proposed expansion (as set forth in its 1999 Conditional Use
Permit) by an equivalent amount of square footage.
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The Museum of Tolerance expansion project would require deviation from
the General Plan, the West Los Angeles Community Plan, and the Los
Angeles Municipal Code (particularly Chapter I, the Planning and Zoning
Code.) The Applicant is requesting changes, variances, and regulatory
relief from numerous existing plans, rules, laws, guidelines and/or
regulations.

The MOT DEIR was inappropriately segmented from the Environmental
Impact Report of the adjoining BHS (EAF NO. ENV-2008-1799-EIR). As
a result of the improper segmentation from the BHS expansion project,
and such Opiecemealing,O the MOT DEIR fails to completely and
accurately describe and analyze many anticipated impacts of the very
closely related projects. The impacts of both projects must be analyzed
together in the re-circulated DEIR to meet the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The Council is concerned that the traffic studies were done before traffic-
calming measures were installed on Beverwil Drive beginning in June
2008. The traffic studies must be repeated to assess accurately the
impact of the proposed project on the actual and occurring traffic patterns.
These new studies must be included in the re-circulated DEIR.

The Council is concerned that the ApplicantOs parking studies were
completed when its museum was undergoing a major interior renovation.
The Applicant proposes to have approximately 800 occupants in its
commercial banquet facility, catering hall, and conference center, but it
does not appear to have adequate parking to meet the needs of these
occupants. Parking needs must be fully and adequately addressed in the
re-circulated DEIR.

The proposed hours of operation are: 7AM-12AM Sunday through
Thursday; and 7AM-sundown Friday, resuming at sundown on Saturday
until 122AM. This represents functionally 17 hours a day, 6 days a week
(combining the Friday and Saturday hours for the Jewish Sabbath during
which the commercial banquet facility would be closed). We do not
believe this is consistent with or necessary for the normal day-to-day
function of a museum. The purpose of the proposed project is for a
commercial banquet facility, catering hall, and conference center to be
rented out in order to generate revenue. Such activities are inappropriate
for a structure currently zoned for residential use, immediately adjoining
and surrounded by a quiet neighborhood of single-family homes. The
Applicant must clearly differentiate legitimate museum functions from
those of its proposed commercial banquet facility, catering hall, and
conference center in the re-circulated DEIR.

The MOT DEIR does not adequately address alternatives to the proposed
project, specifically the Ooffsite” alternative. Due to the current economic
downturn, many large properties, on land already zoned for commercial
use, with adequate parking, are now available. The possibility of this
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project taking place in a more suitable location, rather than on land
currently zoned for residential use, with inadequate parking, must be
considered, analyzed and describe in detail, rather than being dismissed
without analysis in the re-circulated DEIR.

The Applicant’s proposed design is particularly inharmonious and
conflicts dramatically with the traditional-style architecture of the
surrounding single-family residential neighborhood. A new, more
harmonious architectural design must be included in the re-circulated
DEIR.

The MOT DEIR does not adequately address terrorism concerns that
were raised in comment letters on the ApplicantOs Initial Study. Right now,
the ApplicantOs Memorial Garden provides a 10&foot buffer zone from the
existing museum building, but this would be obliterated by the proposed
project, which would be only 20 feet away from the nearest home. Terror
concerns and preparations to deal with a possible terrorist attack must be
included in the re-circulated DEIR.

The MOT DEIR does not address questions raised about the Applicant’s
attendance figures and whether there is a bona fide need for expansion.
Audited figures for attendance at the Museum of Tolerance, and for the
various and several programs of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, as well as
documents showing requests for various programs, must be included in
the re-circulated DEIR.

In light of the testimony provided to this Council regarding alleges non-
compliance with the conditions of the current Conditional Use Permit, we
are concerned that the applicant will not be able to comply with the
mitigation measures proposed in the DEIR.

In summary, the MOT DEIR fails to address many issues that have been
raised by our community and their comments on the ApplicantOs Initial Study.
Thus, it is legally inadequate, and a revised DEIR must be prepared and re-
circulated.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this
comment letter.

Sincerely,

Qe

Doug Fitzsimmons
President, South Robertson Neighborhoods Council
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